
   

 

Croton-Harmon Union Free School District 

10 Gerstein Street 

Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520 
 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

                ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
January 2019 
 
 
Dear Croton-Harmon Students, Staff, Parents and Community, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you had a chance during holiday recess to reconnect with family and friends 
while finding time to refresh.  For me, September and January signify the beginning, a fresh start. 
September represents the start of a new school year and January, the start of the new calendar year. 
How lucky we are during a school year to have TWO times to start anew.  During the holiday break I was 
given a framed gift with the words, “Live, Laugh, Love.”  Each word was etched in stone.  I began to think 
about these powerful words and the significance of each stone. Perhaps these are the key words to help 
us start anew each and every day.  Each day we have a chance to make a difference, learn something 
new, positively impact someone in our school community and beyond, and choose to be kind.  Wow - 
three words can truly serve as the foundation for each day. 
 
The Croton-Harmon School District has a well defined vision and mission which serves as our foundation 
and that clearly is identified in the Profile of the Croton-Harmon Graduate.  
 

Vision: 
All Croton-Harmon students will develop the habits of mind and social skills to become lifelong 
learners, able to contribute to the well-being of society. 

 
Mission: 
We are committed to challenging all students, community inclusion, and fostering respect.  We will 
develop skills that enable students to become effective communicators, problem solvers, and 
researchers who are independent learners responsible for their own learning. 

 
We see our vision and mission being supported in our classrooms and schools each week when students 
are given opportunities to demonstrate their learning.  For example:  
 

● Our High School students held a series of informative Town Halls in December with State 
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, where they discussed civic engagement, gun laws, the environment 
and other issues. We are so proud of our High School students for being concerned about the 
world around them.  

● Our student musicians throughout the District performed in a series of delightful winter concerts, 
and I must thank our hard-working music teachers for getting us all into the holiday spirit, and our 
parents and PTAs for their support. 
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● Our student-athletes were tested in many ways at the Robert E. Mayclim Basketball Tournament, 
where both our boys’ and girls’ teams played their ways into the finals, but ultimately lost. They 
were such good sports and we are proud of the way they played and accepted defeat with grace. It 
was a test of both their resolve and their maturity. Many thanks to Athletic Director John 
Buonamano, the Booster Club and our coaching staff for planning an exciting three-day event.  

● Congratulations to our own CHHS student, Melissa Stok, for being chosen as one of 29 students 
from the Lower Hudson Valley who will participate in the next round of the prestigious Regeneron 
Science Talent Search. Melissa's project was "Printing the Path: Studying a Gelatin-Alginate 
Composite Hydrogel for Translation of 3D Bioprinting Research." Her science research teacher is 
Donna Light-Donovan, who directs the High School's three-year Science Research Program.   

 
In closing, as we look forward to our three-day weekend in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I share his 
quote, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love 
can do that.”  This brings me back to my beginning, “Live, Laugh, Love.” 
 
Yours in Mission Possible, 
 
 
Dr. Deborah O’Connell 
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